
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “With Jesus” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “ALIVE in the Kingdom: Open Happiness,” is number 27 the series.  You will find 
the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship 
  5:00 p.m.    Growth Groups
  5:00 p.m.    Youth
  5:00 p.m.    Kids For Christ
  7:00 p.m.    College Ministry

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Tuesday:        
  6:00 p.m.      Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
  6:45 p.m.      Growth Groups
  7:00 p.m.      Chancel Choir

Spring Forward One Hour on Saturday Night, March 7, before you go to bed.
In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

Children’s Ministry:Vacation Bible School is Coming!

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

   When it’s cold and snowy outside is the perfect time 
to start thinking about Vacation Bible School!  Our 
VBS this year will take place June 1-4 in the evenings 
as it has been in years past. 
   This year’s theme is going to be Fun Run, based on 
2 Timothy 4:7-8. I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith.
  Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me 
on that day and not only to me, but also to all who have 
longed for his appearing.
    Each day will focus on one of the “I am” statements 
of Jesus, such as I am the light, the good shepherd, 
the bread of life, the living water, and the vine. We will end our VBS with a fun run during which we 
throw the colored powdered dye on the kids. I am very much looking forward to this VBS, and I hope you 
will mark these dates on your calendar and plan to join me in ministering to the kids who will come that 
week.  I can’t do it without you! — Alayna Brooks



Youth Ministry: Letter from the Heart

College Ministry: Prayers for McMurry Outreach

   My name is Jason Ligon, and it has been my 
pleasure to be a part of the leadership of the youth 
group here at Aldersgate. These last six months 
have been a great opportunity for me to be 
involved with the youth, playing games, learning 
about each other, and having a bunch of fun. 
   However, right now is going to be a start of a 
new chapter in my business life, and I won't be a 
part of the youth leadership anymore. 
   No doubt it has been an awesome time, but 
hopefully this new chapter will be a great 
opportunity, as well.
   However, if the new schedule permits and all
personal matters line up. I would love to continue
being a part of the worship team here at Aldersgate! Thank you so much for all the support that everyone 
has shown me.  I'm excited to stay a part of this church throughout these life changes, and hopefully can 
show the same support to others. — Jason Ligon

   Many of you are aware likely that McMurry University 
has struggled over the last year or so. The university 
has experienced many transitions, including new 
administration and leadership, changes in NCAA 
division membership, and decreased enrollment. 
   These serious issues affect the future of the university, 
but also the current faculty, staff and students who live 
and work across the street from our church. 
   It is important for us to acknowledge the realities and 
consequences of these transitions happening across the 
street. But I think it is even more imperative that our 
church begins to engage in prayer and discernment in 

regards to the ways which God might be calling us to love faithfully and to seek the welfare of the university. 
   There is no separating Aldersgate from McMurry or McMurry from Aldersgate. Our communities are 
intricately tied to together. So let me encourage you, as individuals and as a community, to ask God to 
lead us in our interaction with McMurry for the good of the institution, the environment of education 
and student development, and for the people who live, work, and study within the McMurry University 
community. — Kyle Watson



“ALIVE In The Kingdom: Open Happiness”
Natthew 5: 1-16
Sermon Notes

Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

On a scale from 1 to 10…

Summary of the Kingdom Way
- Repentance (Matthew 4:17)

- “The Jesus Creed” (Mark 12:29-31)

- The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7)

Makarios and Psalm 1– Happy, Blessed, Very Well off!

Counterintuitive:  Happiness of the Kingdom vs. Happiness of this World



Growth Group Questions
1. What is something that really makes you happy or makes you laugh deeply?  Explain.

2. What stuck out to you about the Coca Cola video at the beginning of the sermon?  Here 
is the link if you want to watch again www.youtube.com/watch?v=2QvGQ2wTuvk .  Why do you 
think Coca Cola uses “happiness” to sell its products?

3. What is one thing about this week’s sermon that you really wanted to discuss at growth 
group?

4. Read Matthew 5:1-16 slowly.  What is most comforting and disturbing about the passage?  
Why?

5. Why do you think the Beatitude about being persecuted (Matthew 5:10-12) gets, by far, 
the most attention in this passage?  Have you ever been persecuted for your love for God and for 
others?

                                                                                                                            .........continued on reverse side



Growth Group Continued

6. Read Matthew 4:17 and Mark 12:29-31 and compare it with Matthew 5:1-16.  How do these 
passages help to clarify what it means to live our lives in the Kingdom of God/Heaven?

7. Pastor Steve said, “If the Beatitudes teach us anything, they teach us that Jesus is far more 
concerned about our happiness than we are.”  What do you think about this?  How did it make you 
feel?  What does this imply for us?    

8. The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-13) are to be dispositions and passions and realities of our 
hearts and lives.  How can we fan them into flames?  What could help?

9. How can the members of your growth group pray for you this week? 



First Impressions: How Everyone Can Help

Open Door Garden: The Goodness Underneath 
  Last week, I received a voicemail at the church from a 
reporter. He was preparing for a story about the cold 
weather, and he wanted to know how that would affect 
our Open Door Community Garden (South 19th and 
Amarillo). My first thought was, “There’s nothing in the 
garden right now, other than fruit trees and strawberry 
plants.” Then I went to the garden to help spread some 
compost. That’s when I saw the garlic in one of our raised 
beds. The bulbs remain snug in the soil, but the blades stand 
tall and green, reaching up to the sky but also pointing 

to the goodness underneath. I’m so excited about the prospect of warmer weather and the day that we’ll all 
get together to plant our spring crops, but the garlic issued me an invitation to slow down and to trust in 
God’s redeeming work of making all things new, even on the cold winter days. 
   For this sometimes unseen reality, I say, “Thanks be to God!” More information about ways you may be 
involved in the Open Door Community Garden and our neighborhood will be published in Aldersgate 
In Action as opportunities arise. And you always are welcome to contact me at amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org and (325) 660-5017. — Amy Wilson Feltz

   Today marks the first training day of our First 
Impressions teams!  But even if you aren’t serving 
on the team, you still have an important role to 
play in the church. Remember, we need you and 
you need us? Pastor Steve and Amy weren’t kidding 
about that first part. 
   Here are some ways that everyone can help make 
Aldersgate an even more welcoming and hospitable 
community. 
 •1. Meet and Greet: New people dread this time 
because they can end up standing alone awkwardly. Instead of using the greeting time to say hello to all of 
your best friends, consider looking around and finding someone that you have never met before. Even if 
they aren’t new to Aldersgate, you might make a new friend! 
 •2. Keep it Clean: If you notice a coffee spill in the hallway, toilet paper strewn across the bathroom, or 
something that is out of place, clean it up or find someone who can. Everything speaks to new guests, and 
we don’t want them to hear from a dirty bathroom. 
 •3. Pay It Forward: Remember when you first came to Aldersgate and people poured into your life and 
helped you feel at home? Well, now it’s your turn! You have the opportunity to offer those same meaningful 
gifts to other new folks. — Jessica Watson



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                      (2.22.2015)

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $12,105.22 
Received Month-to-Date = $55,393.70
Received Year-to-Date = $116,804.62
2015 Faith Promise Pledge =
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $9,536.32

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service=165 
1:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service=148

Total Worship Service Attendance = 313                                         
 Sunday school=173

The Oaks = did not meet

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. 
Willis, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is 
available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

               In The Word                                                                                                           
                                                    Pastor  Steve                   

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:            Matthew 5: 1-16                                      
Monday:        Luke 18: 9-14  
Tuesday:        Psalm 119: 25-32  
Wednesday:     Psalm 86: 1-11        
Thursday          Hebrews 12: 4-17                               
Friday:              Revelation 2: 8-11  
Saturday:           John 8: 12-20 
    
                             

Chronological Bible Readings

Sunday:       1Kgs 15: 1-24, 2 Chr 13-16   
Monday:        1 Kgs 15: 25-16:34, 2 Chr 17    
Tuesday:      1Kgs 17-19   
Wednesday:  1 Kgs 20-21
Thursday:      1 Kgs 22, 2 Chr 18        
Friday:            2 Chr 19-23                    
Saturday:       Obad 1, Ps 82-83  
    
                    How sweet are your words to my 
taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages that 
will take you through the Bible in a year. 
Please consider reading both each day as 
we continue in our ALIVE sermon series.  

Celebration of Discipline, 
The Path To Spiritual 
Growth, by Richard J. 
Foster is the next book 
that we are inviting you 
to read as we begin the 
new year.  If you would 
like a copy, please call 
the church office at 672-7893, or 
indicate on the welcome card and we 
will order a copy for you. The price is 
$15.00. Grace and Peace!
 — Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord 
is one. 30Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind and with all your strength.’ 
31The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no commandment greater 
than these.”

   Have you ever wondered what a “normal” day for Jesus looked like?  
Much of that ancient Jewish way of living has been lost, but there are 
things about Jesus’ days that we can be very certain about.  
  For example, Mary and Joseph would have held the young Jesus in 
their arms twice daily and recited the Shema over him.  The Shema 
was Deuteronomy 6:4-5.  
  “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength.” 
  It was the clearest and most important expression of the shared 
experience and story that all Jews held in common.  The Shema 
oriented and anchored their lives, so they made it a point to say in at 
least twice daily.  As Jesus grew up, he would have recited this himself.
   As Jesus launched into ministry, it seems pretty clear that he gave 
a bit of a potent tweak to the Shema.  Jesus added the admonition to 
love our neighbors as ourselves which came from Leviticus 19:18.  
According to Scot McKnight in his book, Praying with the Church: 
Following Jesus Daily, Hourly, Today,   “The earliest followers of Jesus 
learned to recite the Shema of Judaism in the enhanced form taught 
by Jesus (what I call “the Jesus Creed”).
   It was “love God” and “love others as yourself.”  Paul (see Romans 
13), James (see James 4) and John (see I John 3) in the New Testament 
derive central Christian behavioral codes from the Jesus Creed itself, 
showing that Jesus' adaptation of the Shema became a compressed 
story for his followers.”
  I wonder what impact it would have on us, our church, and 
community if we adopted this “normal” Jesus practice of reciting the 
Jesus Creed twice daily and other times as the Lord comes to our 
minds. 
   I wonder if we would have a deeper sense of being oriented, 
centered, grounded, and truly anchored in God. 
    I invite you to join me in giving this a try.      


